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	Children’s Memorial Research Center

Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee
Policy for Use of Avian Embryos 

All use of vertebrate animals in research, teaching and testing is regulated by the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC). Avian embryos are not considered live animals by U.S. regulatory agencies and many facilities do not regulate their use in research. Nonetheless, there is a consensus in the scientific community that avian embryos greater than two‑thirds of the way to hatching can experience pain. If avian embryos hatch, intentionally or unintentionally, they are live vertebrate animals and are regulated by the IACUC. Consequently, the CMRC IACUC has developed this policy. 
NOTE: This form is to be used only for protocols that do not propose research involving intentional hatching. Investigators performing studies that require the eggs to hatch must submit an ASP Form 100 to the IACUC for review and approval.
The IACUC has adopted the following guidelines for avian embryos. The guidelines specifically address chicken embryos and can be adjusted for other avian species according to hatching time.
1) Investigators using avian embryos must inform the IACUC by means of the “CMRC Notification of Use of Avian Embryos” form below. This form serves as a record of avian embryo use for the IACUC. If embryos will be sacrificed prior to 3 days before hatching, the research will not be subject to IACUC review unless specifically requested by the investigator. Studies using embryos within three days of hatching or hatchlings must be reviewed by the normal IACUC procedure for vertebrate animals.

2) Avian embryos younger than embryonic day 15 (E15) are assumed to be unable to experience pain. It is recommended that E14 or younger embryos be euthanized by hypothermia, typically by placing the eggs in a (20(C freezer.

3) Avian embryos from E15 or older can experience pain and should be euthanized by decapitation or other rapid and humane method.

4) Embryos E19 and older must be euthanized by humane methods such as CO2, anesthetic agents or decapitation. It should be noted that embryos are resistant to CO2. If this method is chosen, the embryos must be exposed to 90% CO2 for at least 20 min. Dry ice is unacceptable as a source of CO2 for euthanasia.

5) The IACUC recognizes that inadvertent hatching may occur. Investigators are asked to describe their methods for humane euthanasia of hatchlings.

Submission Guidelines: 

1) Each individual research project involving avian embryos requires its own CMRC Notification Form.

2) Upon review of this form, the IACUC will issue a letter of acknowledgement and approval of the avian embryo use for a 3 year period. 
3) Every three years, the PI will need to submit this form for re-review and approval. 

4) At any time during the approval period, should unintentional hatching occur, the PI is required to notify the IACUC and the Director, RSF.
5) The investigator is responsible for the monitoring the eggs. The monitoring is to be documented and available to the Director, RSF or designee upon request. 
6) All personnel involved in these projects are required to complete the CMRC Animal Training and enroll in the Occupational Health and Safety Program. 

These guidelines were developed based on recommendations of ILAR, the NIH intramural recommendations for rodent neonates, and the AVMA Panel on Euthanasia.

Submit the completed form to the CMRC IACUC Office, Box #205

Telephone (773) 755-6302     










Protocol Number#:       




 

(Leave blank if this is an initial submission)
CMRC Notification of Use of Avian Embryos
Section I.
Submit form electronically and one original signed hard copy. Forms must be typewritten.
Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee, Box #205

              Phone: (773) 755-6302

	Principal Investigator
	     

	Title
	

	Department
	

	Address/Box#
	

	Telephone office
	
	Lab
	
	PI 24 hr contact # 
	

	E-mail Address
	

	Secondary Contact Person
	

	Telephone
	
	E-mail Address
	


	Project Title
	

	Funding
	External or Internal
	

	
	Source/Agency
	
	Grant Number
	

	Duration of Project
	Start Date
	
	End Date
	


Section II.  Avian Embryo Use Summary

1. Avian Species:       
2. Age(s) of Embryos:        
3. Method of euthanasia of embryos:       
4. Age at which unused embryos will be discarded:       
5. Method and documentation used to monitor for hatching:      
6. Procedures for humane euthanasia should hatching occur inadvertently:       
The IACUC recognizes that inadvertent hatching may occur. In such rare cases, the PI is required to notify the IACUC and the Director, RSF. AVMA approved euthanasia methods must be used as soon as possible. Investigators are asked to describe their method for humane euthanasia of inadvertent hatchlings. 

Please consult the Director, RSF, Dr. Hernandez for questions regarding euthanasia methods.
7. Building and room number where embryo use will occur:       
Section III.  Personnel Section

Please provide below the name, title (e.g. post-doc, research technician) and qualifications for the PI and each person working with animals. List training documentation on file with the research facility and any hands-on training completed, and the number of years of experience working with the species and procedures listed in Section A. If assistance is needed with obtaining training and occupational health enrollment dates please contact the IACUC office. If the person needs to be trained on special procedures, please indicate who will do the training, their qualifications and experience. If more sections are necessary, please copy and paste additional tables below.

	1.
	Principal Investigator:  
	

	
	Years experience with this species:
	
	Occupational health enrollment date:
	

	
	List CMRC Training Date
	

	
	List procedures to be performed:
	

	
	Years of experience with listed procedures/species
	

	
	If the individual has no experience list who will train and how competency will be assessed:
	     

	

	2.
	Name:
	
	Title:
	

	
	Years experience with this species:
	
	Occupational health enrollment date:
	

	
	List CMRC Training Date
	

	
	List procedures to be performed:
	

	
	Years of experience with listed procedures/species
	

	
	If the individual has no experience list who will train and how competency will be assessed:
	     

	

	3.
	Name:
	
	Title:
	

	
	Years experience with this species:
	
	Occupational health enrollment date:
	

	
	List CMRC Training Date
	

	
	List procedures to be performed:
	

	
	Years of experience with listed procedures/species
	

	
	If the individual has no experience list who will train and how competency will be assessed:
	     


Section IV.  Assurances
The undersigned individuals accept responsibility for compliance with all regulations and laws pertaining to animal care and use. As Principal Investigator I acknowledge that I have read the CMRC Policy for Use of Avian Embryos and that I am responsible for ensuring that all persons engaged in this research will act in accordance with this policy, in full compliance with federal regulations and in a manner consistent with institutional policies. 
To the best of my knowledge the statements made in this form are complete and accurate. 

Principal Investigator
__
For electronic submissions, please insert/type name of individual(s). Original signatures must appear on the copy forwarded to the IACUC office.
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