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Drafting the Inquiry Report

Within 30 days of finding that an Investigation is warranted, the CMRC must provide ORI with the written finding by the CMRC President and Scientific Director and a copy of the Inquiry Report.  The Inquiry Report must be in writing and include: 

□
The name and position of the Respondent; 

□
A description of the allegations of research misconduct;

□
The PHS support, including, for example, grant numbers, grant applications, contracts, and publications listing PHS support;

□
The basis for recommending that the alleged actions warrant an investigation; and

□
Any comments on the report by the Respondent or the Complainant.

CMRC must have the following information and documentations ready and available to provide to ORI upon request:

□
The institutional policies and procedures under which the inquiry was conducted;

□
The research records and evidence reviewed, transcripts or recordings of any interviews, and copies of all relevant documents; and

□
The charges for the investigation to consider.

If CMRC makes a finding that an Investigation is not warranted, then CMRC must keep sufficiently detailed documentation of the Inquiry to permit a later assessment by ORI of the reasons why CMRC decided not to conduct an Investigation. 

Consistent with the Custody of Records Protocol, the Institution must keep these records in a secure manner for at least seven (7) years after the termination of the inquiry, and upon request, provide them to ORI or other authorized HHS personnel.

SOURCE:
70 Federal Register 28,369 (May 17, 2005) (Public Health Service Policies on Research Misconduct Final Rule).
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