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Children’s Memorial Research Center 
Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee

Semiannual Facility Inspection Card - Guidance for Assessing Compliance

This list, in conjunction with the CMRC IACUC SOP on Semiannual Inspections, is used to assist the IACUC members during the inspection, to determine if the areas are in compliance with IACUC Policies and Procedures and OLAW/USDA requirements. The guidance included in this document are not meant to be all inclusive, but a general overview of areas that are focused on during the inspection. 
The following items are examples of what should be assessed:

1. Animal Housing and Support Areas:

a. Location – animal areas are separate from personnel areas, separation of species; separation by diseases status; barrier facility.

b. Construction – corridors, doors, windows, floors, HVAC, lighting, nose, drainage, walls, ceilings.

c. Room – Temperature, humidity, ventilation

d. Cages – sanitation, food/water access, security, cleaning tools, adequate size.

e. Food – feeding schedule and procedures, vendor quality control, appropriate storage, labeling, expiration date, vermin control/

f. Water – ad libetum unless justified. 

g. Bedding - species appropriate, keeps animals dry, QC procedures, minimizes scientific variables.

h. Sanitation - frequency of bedding change, cleaning & disinfection, monitoring.
i. Waste disposal - procedures for collection, storage & disposal of waste; hazardous waste; animal carcasses.

j. Pest control - regularly scheduled, documented program including control of rodent pests & insecticide use.

k. Emergency, weekend and holiday animal care - provision for, accessible contact information, monitoring of backup systems, veterinary care.

l. Animal identification and records - cage/rack cards contain required information, clinical records accessible and appropriate.

m. Storage - food and bedding, supplies, drugs & biologics, waste material, hazardous material, carcasses.

n. Personnel - locker rooms, administration and training.

o. Specialized space - receiving, quarantine, isolation, necropsy, radiography, diet preparation.

p. Genetics and nomenclature - appropriate genetic records & monitoring procedures, use of standardized nomenclature.

2. Cagewash
a. Adequate construction – doors, windows, floors, drainage, wall and ceilings.

b. Convenient to animal areas and waste disposal
c. Ease of access and adequate space.
d. Safety precautions – personal protective equipment, warning signs, eyewash.
e. Traffic flow to prevent contamination of clean equipment from dirty equipment.
f. Insulation/sound control
g. Ventilation, head and humidity at acceptable levels per The Guide 
h. Cagewash temperatures are monitored and records are available.

i. Appropriate clean cage storage. 

3. Aseptic Surgery

a. General:

i. Functional components – surgical support, animal preparation, surgeon scrub, OR, post op recovery, are designed and separated according to The Guide.
ii. Appropriate drug storage, control, expiration date monitoring.

iii. Safe sharps disposal system.

iv. Adequate records for anesthesia and perioperative care.

v. Aseptic procedures in use for all survival surgery.

b. Operation Room

i. Effective contamination control procedures, cleaning procedures/dedicated tools.

ii. Surfaces smooth and impervious to moisture.

iii. HVAC per The Guide
iv. Lighting, outlets are safe and appropriate.

v. Scavenging of anesthetic gases implemented.

vi. Warning signs posted as needed.

vii. Fixed equipment is sanitizable.

c. Surgical Support

i. Facility for washing, sterilizing, storing instruments and supplies.

ii. Autoclave monitoring procedures are implemented

iii. Storage of autoclaved materials maintains sterility.

iv. Cold sterilization procedures are appropriate. 

d. Animal Preparation 

i. Sink large enough to facilitate cleaning of animal and operative site. 

e. Surgeon Scrub

i. Outside operation room, non-hand operated sink.

f. Post-operative Recovery

i. Allows for adequate observation, easily cleaned, minimizes risk of injury, supports physiologic functions. 

4. Procedure Areas, Non-Survival Surgeries, Rodent Surgeries, Laboratories

a. General
i. Drug storage, control and expiration dates.

ii. Sharps disposal.

iii. Anesthetic monitoring.

iv. Gas cylinders immobilized.

v. Scavenging of anesthetic gases.

vi. Warning signs.

vii. Carcass disposal.

b. Survival surgery, rodent or minor procedures

i. Rodent survival surgery clean and uncluttered, not used for anything else during surgery.

ii. Records of perioperative care.
iii. Aseptic procedures.

iv. Autoclave monitoring procedures.

v. Storage of autoclaved materials.

vi. Cold sterilization procedures are appropriate. 

